
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM 
      Speaker, Robert Emerson 
 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday 5:00 PM 
      Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor: Kris Vilander 
Phone: (256) 472-1065; (256) 472-1042 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org 

Servants during September: 
Songleader: Chandler (2), Dwight (9), 

Stanley (16), Larry (23), David (30) 
Reading: Larry 
Announcements: Marty 
Communion: Buddy, David, Lakin, 

Stanley 
Wednesday Lesson: Kris  (5), Mike (12), 

Larry (19), Stanley (26) 

Lawn Mowing (week beginning): 
Stanley (2), Robert (9), Larry (16), 
Kris (23), Billy (30) 

Singing: TBD 
Area Meetings: Cartwright singing (2) 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

 

Come study 
with us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…”—1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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Things Involved in Service 
By Dee Bowman 

 

 
 Service is serving—

sometimes voluntarily, sometime 
involuntarily. In service one is 
enslaved to someone or 
something—sometimes 
voluntarily, sometimes 
involuntarily. Slavery is not all 
bad. For instance, Paul, inspired by 
the Spirit, said, "Being then made 
free from sin, ye became the 
servants of righteousness" 
(Romans 6:18). One may be freed 
from one kind of slavery, but he 
will inevitably be brought under 
the control of another kind of 
slavery. Those who were made free 
by The Emancipation 
Proclamation were not free to do as 
they pleased. They ceased being 
mere chattel for their masters; but 
they were brought under the laws 
of the land. If one is free from 
righteousness, he is the slave of 
sin; if he is freed from sin, he 

becomes the servant of God. 
Everyone serves someone. 

Service to God is a deliberate 
action. It is a choice made. There is 
no force involved saving for the 
force of one's own intelligent 
reaction to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The gospel forces one to 
this new slavery by imposing upon 
him a sense of righteousness and 
judgment and a sorrow for sin. It 
only forces one to serve because he 
comes to know and love God. This 
new yoke (Matthew 11:30) is easy 
to bear, its burden light compared 
to the imposing slavery of sin and 
the yoke it imposes. 

Service to God is man's only 
way to glorify Him. There is no 
other. Mental assent may bring 
some satisfaction to the mind, but 
it brings little glory to God. Even 
pangs of conscience may well say 
something about where a man is 
headed, but it does not, by itself, 



glorify God. Only service glorifies 
God. Adopting the attitudes He 
recommends, bringing oneself 
deliberately under His control, 
performing, to the best of one's 
ability, His requirements and 
leaving off His prohibitions 
constitutes service. Without these 
things in their proper places, there 
is only admission, not service. True 
service brings the whole man into 
subservience to God. 

To serve God one must put 
himself totally at God's disposal. 
There must be no room left in the 
heart for any god of any sort, but 
Him only. One must sanctify Him; 
give Him the high place He 
deserves. That speaks not only to 
faith, but to trust and confidence as 
well. It speaks to allowing Him 
complete control in one's life. Any 
less is double-minded devotion and 
such a mental division of affection 
is not acceptable to Him. Please 
note that such submission not only 
brings Him glory, but it brings 
glory to the person who submits as 
well. Man never operates at a 
higher level of efficiency, nor does 
he ever come closer to the 
fulfillment of his design for being, 
than when he is totally disposed to 
serve his Maker. 

Service to God is eminently 
practical. It makes sense. It is 
practical because of what it does 
for man. Man is made better by 
serving God. His ideals are more 
substantive, his goals are more 
sensible, His labors more effective, 

his hope more lofty. It makes no 
sense at all to lay up treasures on 
earth when nature itself teaches 
that the earth eventually claims its 
patrons, leaving them penniless 
and powerless. It makes good 
sense to lay up treasures in heaven 
where God has assured that the 
investment will pay dividends so 
rich that our finite minds fail to 
accurately comprehend them. Such 
rewards are the result of service to 
God. Notice, I said the "result," of 
such service. These rewards are 
provided by the grace of God; but 
they are for those who choose to 
serve Him. There will be no such 
rewards for those who deliberately 
choose a life of service to the 
mundane. 

In its purest sense, service is 
an offering. Service is a sacrifice of 
oneself to God. Paul indicates such 
in Romans 12:1, when he says, 
"present your bodies a living 
sacrifice to God." He speaks of 
such as "your reasonable service." 
It is reasonable because it makes 
sense; it makes sense because it is 
reasonable. This offering is a 
presentation — one presents 
himself to God to be used as He 
sees fit. "Here am I Lord, send me" 
is the mantra of the true servant. 
You give your life, you give your 
heart, and you give your being to 
Him. He is yours and you are His. 
Beside Him there is no other. It is 
this giving in service that makes it 
a "living" sacrifice; it is alive, 
active. 

Service is a measurement of 
one's love for God. If you serve 
Him faithfully, you love Him 
dearly. If you serve Him 
sporadically, you love him 
sporadically. You must measure 
your love yourself; and you 
measure your love by appraising 

your service to Him. Is it total? Is 
it unrestrained, unrestricted, 
unlimited? 

Choose this day whom you 
will serve. 

—via The Southside Reminder, 
Pasadena, Texas.  
 

 

Prayer in the Kitchen 
 

Lord of all pots and pans and things, Since I’ve no time to be 
A saint by doing lovely things, or Watching late with Thee, 
Or dreaming in the dawnlight, or Storming heaven’s gates, 
Make me a saint by getting meals and Washing up the plates. 
 
Although I must have Martha’s hands, I have a Mary mind; 
And when I black the boots and shoes Thy sandals, Lord, I find. 
I think of how they trod the earth What time I scrub the floor; 
Accept this meditation, Lord, I haven’t time for more. 
 
Warm all the kitchen with Thy love, and Light it with Thy peace. 
Forgive me all my worrying, and make All grumbling cease. 
Thou who didst love to give men food, In room or by the sea, 
Accept this service that I do—I do it unto Thee. 
 
—Anonymous, but said to have been written by a 19-year-old servant girl. It was 

apparently read from the pulpit by G. Campbell Morgan in London during one of his last 
sermons. 

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Pray for our brethren who are 
unable to meet with us: Lois 
Adams, Ruth Black, Carolyn 
Dennis, Tim and Dot Hice, Polly 
McNatt, and Hazel Teeples. 

Also, please continue to pray for 
Billy and Marie’s grandson, Austin, 
who has ulcerated colitis; and don’t 

forget Kenny Paul Mitchell, or 
Herbert Sides. Mark Horton’s 
mother, a sister in Christ, passed 
away this week. 

Let’s constantly remember one 
another in prayer that we may be 
healed both physically and 
spiritually, Jas 5:16. 


